.
TCM is under increasing pressure to show therapeutic efficacy and lack of side effects as well as to improve clinical quality continuously. Therefore, a 'complication screening program' with an effective adverse event reporting system for all used methods in the clinic has been established.
We especially stress the absence of toxins, contamination and adulteration in order to avoid risks for the patients. The article by Melchart et al. [4] describes a model of safety monitoring and risk management in TCM drugs, so that risks can be identified early.
Both Eastern and Western medical systems will benefit from additional TCM approaches, modified according to modern scientific requirements -these objectives are shared by all members of the scientific board. The contribution of Dai et al. [1] gives insights into the infrastructure and medical processes of diagnostic and therapeutic interactions at the hospital. Weidenhammer and Melchart [2] show that an electronic documentation and systematic clinical audit system is feasible -even without recourse to special financial resources. The article presents preliminary information on patients treated, the diagnostic and therapeutic interventions provided, and patient-oriented outcomes obtained. Clinical outcomes and pragmatic studies are important scientific approaches to create a riskbenefit profile for TCM in everyday practice.
A further scientific priority of the TCM hospital Bad Kötzting is to conduct quality studies on identity, purity and content of ingre-
Melchart/Dai
Forsch Komplementmed 2016;23:1-2 2 tific advice and contribution. Furthermore, many thanks to Erich Wühr for his engagement in organizing teaching courses for TCM many years ago.
